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1. Political situation in nuclear in your country 

The Argentine Nuclear Plan is particularly interesting for the current Authorities, who have continued to support 
its expansion throughout the country in all aspects concerning Research and Development; Radioisotopes and 
Radiation Applications; Investigation and Production Reactor; Nuclear Fuel Cycle and mainly, Nuclear Power 
Plants. 
They have appointed and trained professionals and technicians and they have firmly motivated the development 
of companies in order to fulfill the needs of the nuclear industry. 

2. News on nuclear facilities (NPP's, WSF's etc.) in your country (power upgrades, lifetime extensions, new build etc.) 

In the year 2015, the Néstor C. Kirchner Nuclear Power Plant (Atucha II), which had gone critical on June 3rd, 2014, 
reached 7000 hours of full-power generation and is currently undergoing a scheduled outage to inspect all main 
components. The lifetime extension of Embalse Nuclear Power Plant (CANDU) has already started and it is 
expected to produce over 80% of the necessary components inside the country. It is also estimated to increase its 
power by 6% over its current 700 MW. The studies have commenced for the life extension of Juan Domingo Perón 
Nuclear Power Plant (Atucha I). Regarding the fourth Nuclear Power Plant which will be executed in collaboration 
with the People’s Republic of China within the framework of the Joint Statement both countries signed, the 
studies are being finished and its construction is estimated to start between March and April of 2016. The Nuclear 
Power Plant will be a CANDU type with an approximate power of 800 MW. It will be built in the Atucha complex 
and it is supposed to have over 75% of its components produced by the local industry. Concurrently, in this same 
agreement, they are studying the construction of a fifth Power Plant of Enriched Uranium and Light Water (PWR), 
whose estimated local industry involvement is expected to reach 50%.  
Regarding the CAREM Reactor (Small Modular Reactor), the civil works are being finished and the first 
components are expected to be assembled by early next year. There is an estimated contribution by the local 
industry of 80%. The studies to start the construction of the Multipurpose Reactor RA-10 have been concluded. 
Together with a similar Reactor in Brazil, it is expected to cover the radioisotope total demand in Latin America. It 
motivated Nuclear Medicine and a construction plant of 7 new Nuclear Medicine centers throughout the country 
has been established. 
The reactivation of the Plant of Uranium Enrichment by gaseous diffusion has been continued and  also the 
enrichment methods by laser and centrifuge are under studies. Thus, it is expected to have the enriched Uranium 
for the Experimentation Reactors and for the mild enrichment (0,85%) of Atucha I’s fuels. 
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The  facility for MTR fuel wet storage at Ezeiza’s Atomic Center was finalized and  the studies for the dry storage 
of both Atucha Nuclear Power Plants’ spent fuel. 

3. News on companies (projects, financial results, production etc) 

 Throughout 2015, our country has been implementing agreements signed between Governments and agreements between 
institutions from various countries in order to promote, develop and carry out activities in the nuclear field. Bilateral 
agreements have been  signed  with countries of  the Latin-American region. It is maintain  relation with CANDU ENERGY for 
the life extension of Embalse Nuclear Power Plant; with the Government of the People’s Republic of China for the 
construction of the fourth and fifth Nuclear Power Plants and with the company ROSATOM of the Russian Federation in order 
to define a  sixth NNP plant. Through the ARCAL Agreement (Regional Cooperative Agreement for the Promotion of Nuclear 
Science and Technology in Latin America and the Caribbean), it has  collaborated with several projects in the region. With 
Brazil, Argentina is collaborating in the construction of two Multipurpose Reactors and through the ABACC (Brazilian-
Argentine Agency for Accounting and Control of Nuclear Materials), peaceful use of nuclear material is very verified. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Public opinion towards nuclear (results latest PO polls) 

The public opinion regarding Nuclear Energy has lightly improved because of the information policy carried out by mainly the 
CNEA (National Atomic Energy Commission) and Nucleoeléctrica Argentina S.A. (NA-SA). The exhibition stands of both 
institutions at the permanent mega-exhibition of Science and Technology (TECNOPOLIS) in Buenos Aires are regularly visited 
by the audience, and it has already received over 2,500,000 visits. On the other hands, CNEA has had regular exhibitions 
throughout the country and it performs a periodic Visitation Program to the different facilities of Ezeiza’s Atomic Center and 
Constituyentes’ Atomic Center. Also, Bariloche’s Atomic Center has programmed a series of Dissemination Talks. 

CNEA also has a mobile cinema projecting 3D videos in different points of the country. NA-SA has just opened a theme park 
near Atucha’s Nuclear Center for the public’s information and recreation. AATN, through its Training and Informative 
Committee actively collaborates in everything related to Public Information, especially in the training of teachers and 
students of both primary and secondary schools. 

5. Stakeholder dialogue (Attitudes of NGOs, media, local communities towards nuclear) 

In the provinces of La Rioja and Formosa, pseudo-environmentalist groups oppose future nuclear facilities. 

 


