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1. Political situation in nuclear in your country 

A national election was held in Canada on Monday October 19, 2015 resulting in a new government. The Liberal 
party won a majority ending the 10 year period under the Conservative party and Prime Minister Stephen Harper. 
The new Prime Minister will be Justin Trudeau, son of a former PM, Pierre Trudeau. 
“Nuclear” was never mentioned in the election campaign, partly because “energy”, particularly electricity, is under 
provincial jurisdiction 
This is unlikely to have any early effect on the country’s nuclear program. The outgoing government had sold the 
engineering division of Atomic Energy of Canada Limited, the national, government-owned, nuclear research and 
development company, five years ago to the large engineering company SNC Lavalin   Further, the federal 
government had just completed the restructuring of the national nuclear research centre, Chalk River Nuclear 
Laboratories (see section 3)   

 
 

2. News on nuclear facilities (NPP's, WSF's etc.) in your country (power upgrades, lifetime extensions, 
new build etc.) 

 
Nuclear Power:  Canada has four nuclear power stations, three of them, (all multi-unit stations) in the central 
province of Ontario, and one single unit, 700 MWe station in the eastern province of New Brunswick. The Ontario 
stations, in order of age, are: Pickering – eight 500 MWe units (two units shutdown); Bruce – two sets of four each 
900 MWe units; and Darlington four 900 MWe units. All are of the CANDU design.  
The Point Lepreau unit in New Brunswick has been extensively refurbished. Plans are advanced for the 
refurbishment of all of the units at the Bruce and Darlington sites. The units at Pickering are scheduled to be shut 
down in 2020. 
Cameco Corp officially declared its Cigar Lake mine in full operation. It has the world’s richest uranium content.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. News on companies (projects, financial results, production etc) 

 Atomic Energy of Canada Limited (AECL) 
AECL was created in 1952 as a federal government owned company to operate the Chalk River Nuclear 
Laboratory (CRNL). In 1960 AECL established the CANDU Reactor Division, to conduct the engineering of the 
units planned. In 2011 the government sold that division to the large engineering company SNC-Lavalin. In 2013 
the government decided to restructure CRNL to a Government Owned Contractor Operated model. Bids were 
invited from companies or consortia. In June 2015 the government announced the winner and awarded a contract 
to a consortium of five companies, which took over the management and operation of the Canadian Nuclear 
Laboratory, the new name for CRNL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Public opinion towards nuclear (results latest PO polls) 
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A poll sponsored by Bruce Power in October 2015 indicated that about 80 per cent of Ontario residents support the 
refurbishment of the existing nuclear plants in the province. 

 
 

5. Stakeholder dialogue (Attitudes of NGOs, media, local communities towards nuclear) 

 
Ontario Power Generation, the major electricity generator in the province of Ontario, proposed three years ago to 
construct a deep geologic storage facility for low and intermediate radioactive waste, to be located on the Bruce 
site. (OPG owns the site and leases it to Bruce Power, a private company.) 
The actual location would be about ½ km. from Lake Huron which separates Canada from the USA. 
Hearings were held by the nuclear regulator, the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission, and the federal 
department Environment Canada which concluded that the design would be acceptable. 
However, a number of people complained vigorously . These included members of the legislature of the US state of 
Michigan, which borders the lake. 
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